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HSBC Bank Oman Celebrates 70 years in Oman 

Celebrating 70 years of supporting Oman’s economic growth and development is the 

focus of a series of roadshows launched this week at HSBC Bank Oman’s branches 

across the country to mark the bank’s milestone anniversary with customers and staff. 

The nationwide programme will showcase the succession of achievements that have 

been marked by both HSBC Bank Oman and by the Sultanate in the seven decades 

since the bank opened its first branch in Muscat in 1948 to help finance a dynamic 

emerging economy. 

“The 70th anniversary of opening our first branch in Muscat is a special milestone for all 

of us at HSBC Bank Oman, giving us a perfect opportunity to celebrate the continuing 

role which we have played in Oman’s banking history in support of the country’s 

economic development,” Andrew Long, CEO of HSBC Bank Oman, said. 

“HSBC was the only bank in Oman for our first 20 years here and since we opened 70 

years ago, the bank’s association with Oman has been a story of partnership and 

progress,” Andrew added.  

HSBC assisted in the printing and distribution of the first Omani currency, the Saidi Rial, 

in 1970, and then helped with the change of currency to the Omani Rial in 1972 under 

the supervision of the Omani Monetary Council. British Bank of the Middle East, as it 

then was named, introduced the first ATM in 1986 – a pioneering step in the digital 

development of the financial system that HSBC, which was followed by the launch of the 

first online banking system in the country. 

“HSBC Bank Oman today has over 200,000 active clients and a footprint across the 

length and breadth of the Sultanate from Khasab in the north to Dalkut in the south. We 

look ahead with confidence to continue to deliver to all of our customers an exceptional 

banking experience at all times,” Andrew said. 

As part of the 70th anniversary roadshow the Bank held a customer event in Sohar under 

the auspices of H.E Muhana bin Saif Al Lamki, Governor of North Al Batinah. This event 

will be followed by several other events and activities in the different regions of the 

Sultanate throughout the year, where the Bank will engage with the customers and 

showcase its achievements in the country.   
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